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Despite President Alberto Fujimori's attempt to silence his wife, including stripping her of her title
and privileges as first lady, Susana Higuchi de Fujimori has pursued charges of corruption against
former members of her husband's administration. In addition, Higuchi has formed her own political
organization and has announced her intention to run for president, challenging the constitutionality
of a new electoral law, which prohibits relatives of the president from becoming candidates.
Nevertheless, despite the scandal created by the first couple's marital problems, Fujimori is still
leading in the polls, and the campaign for next year's general elections is slowly gaining momentum.
The conflict between the president and his wife began after Congress passed a new electoral code
in July, which included a provision prohibiting members of the president's family from running for
national office. Susana Higuchi protested, saying the law was unconstitutional, and expressed her
interest in running for office (NotiSur, Aug. 19, 1994). Then, Higuchi created a major political scandal
by filing charges of corruption on Aug. 15 against several political associates of President Fujimori,
including Raul Vittor, the former minister of the presidency; Oscar de la Puente, the former housing
minister; and Miriam Schenone, the vice minister of justice. All three denied the accusations of
corruption and misconduct.
After Higuchi filed her charges with the courts, Fujimori moved to silence his wife, who was
receiving increasing media attention. On Aug. 23, President Fujimori stripped his wife of her title
and privileges as first lady, and in a televised national speech labelled her "disloyal" and "unstable."
On Aug. 25, the president's effort to silence his wife received a boost from the courts. Judge Julia
Eguia Davalos dropped the case against Fujimori's associates, saying she had found no proof to
support the charges. Nevertheless, the legal battle may be only temporarily stalled, since opposition
politicians have criticized Judge Eguia's decision, saying it stemmed from government pressure.
Supporting that position, the prosecutor for the Ministry of Justice, Marina Zambrano de Vigo, has
insisted that the case be reopened, saying Judge Eguia had not thoroughly investigated the charges.
Meanwhile, Susana Higushi continues to capture the public spotlight. On Sept. 4, Higuchi filed an
injunction charging Fujimori with preventing her from seeing her four children and with "psychic
and moral violence," which constitute crimes under the domestic violence law enacted by Fujimori
in December 1993. On Sept. 12, Higuchi said she had turned over to Congress proof of the charges
against the government officials. At the same time, the former first lady announced her decision
to run for president in the April 1995 elections with the backing of a new political organization,
Armonia Siglo XXI. "I am not a woman of ambition but of principles," said Higuchi. "I have taken
this decision because I feel a moral obligation to confront so much corruption, so much abuse of
power, and so many unfulfilled political promises."
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Still, if she is serious about running for president, Higuchi's biggest obstacles will be legal. To
register her new political organization, she must obtain the signatures of 100,000 voters. In addition,
she must yet get around the new electoral code, which if upheld would automatically eliminate her
as a candidate. The 1993 Constitution, which made it possible for Fujimori to run for reelection, does
not pose a problem for Susana Higuchi. But the so-called "Susana law," enacted by Congress in July
as part of the electoral code, now bars relatives of the president from running for national office.
Legal experts are divided on the issue. Enrique Chirinos, an expert on constitutional matters,
said the electoral law is unconstitutional because it places restrictions on candidacies that are not
contained in the Constitution, which has preference over other laws. However, prominent Lima law
professor Jorge Avendano says Higuchi's candidacy is not legally possible. The electoral commission
(Jurado Nacional Electoral, JNE) must rule on Higuchi's bid, although any decision by the JNE will
likely be challenged by one side or the other. Meanwhile, despite the high-profile domestic feud,
Fujimori's popularity is still high among the electorate.
On Sept. 11, just before Higuchi announced her decision to run, the private firm IMASEN conducted
a poll on voter preferences that gave Fujimori 47% support, compared with 31.9% for the secondplace candidate, former UN secretary general Javier Perez de Cuellar. At the time of that poll, the
only "declared" candidate was Lima Mayor Ricardo Belmont, who received 5.2% support among
those surveyed by IMASEN. However, the poll also showed that Fujimori's problems with Higuchi
are having an effect on public opinion, and reaction was particularly negative to his decision to
take away Higuchi's title and privileges as first lady. In the IMASEN poll, while Fujimori's overall
approval rating was 62.7%, 65.9% disapproved of his decision to remove Higuchi's title. When asked
about a possible Higuchi candidacy, 17.5% responded favorably.
For the moment, Fujimori and Perez de Cuellar are still officially "undeclared" candidates in
the presidential race, since neither has formally proclaimed his candidacy. Fujimori said he will
announce his decision on October 7, two days before the filing deadline, and Perez de Cuellar says
his decision will be made public on September 23. Notwithstanding their "undeclared" status, both
men are already publicly behaving like candidates. On Sept. 3, for example, Fujimori delivered a
speech in Huallaga that smacked of campaign stumping. During his speech, the president brushed
aside criticism by opposition politicians that his administration has placed a higher priority on
fighting the country's 14-year insurgency than on attacking poverty in Peru, where nearly 54%
of the country's inhabitants live below the poverty line. "Much has been said about the need to
launch development programs and struggle against poverty," said Fujimori. "But we would have
accomplished nothing in this administration if we had let terrorism continue unchecked, leaving
dead and wounded in its wake and threatening businesspeople and workers on a daily basis."
Fujimori has already appointed a campaign manager, and has launched a new political organization
to replace the Nueva Mayoria-Cambio 90 coalition that carried him to victory in 1990. The new
movement, Acuerdo Nacional, will direct the president's reelection efforts, according to its
coordinator, Wilfredo Alvarez. Perez de Cuellar, meanwhile, has been traveling around the country
since his return in July, meeting with civic groups and organizations opposed to Fujimori as part of
his campaign tack of "listening first and learning" before defining his platform.
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Neither Fujimori, Perez de Cuellar, nor Lima Mayor Belmont are members of traditional Peruvian
political parties, which are much in disfavor among Peruvians at this time. APRA (Alianza Popular
Revolucionaria Americana) which is the party of former president Alan Garcia, who is now in
political exile in Colombia and under investigation for corruption has not yet indicated whether it
will run a candidate for president. APRA remains the largest and best organized political party in
Peru, despite internal problems after Garcia's departure in 1992. Agustin Mantilla, interior minister
under Garcia and loyal supporter of the former president, was elected secretary general of the party
on Aug. 31, a defeat for Garcia's opponents within the party.
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